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& Ermail tis siory Don't be fooled by the lack of a star rating at these trendy ‘
& Frintthis story Berlin digs. writes Alison Stewart. I
@ Repeints & permissions IS THIS too good to be true? A Berlin hotel with zero stars wins 2
- place in Trip Advisor's 2011 Travellers’ Choice awards
ﬁ/ - categonies, including the top 25 German hotels and the top 10 PU]JLIl:u hU]“l“} deas
=
i trendiest hotels in Europe? BY ACTIVITY BY HOLIDAY TYPE
SMH Jobs In award lists jam-packed with frve-star losury accommodation, ETS.‘:T:U”? o f'”;;l & Diving
* Cruising . 2
aszocine Biracter - Ee the humnble Circus, with its green credentials, comes inatNo. 2, . * Great ouldoors
$150,000 - $200.000 of all German hotels and is the 10th-trendiest hotel in Europe
Sydney CHD, NSW 2000 Trip Advisor ranks it the third best of 644 Berlin hotels. What,
Destian & Bulid ecactly, are they doing right?
Project Engineer - Sus...
$45 - $55Mh7 The hotel's "green, ethical and sustainable approach® sounds a z FXCm
EFEJGd“e\ﬂt:ﬂnc 3220 trifle worthy. Mo mindbar, no gym, no swimming pool, no
TE Oruip underground car park, no airconditioning, no toiletries in rooms —
'm‘mf;s";:“ The general manager of the hotel, Katrin Schonig, says this is Trading Tips, Videos, &
Sy C.BD. I:JS-W-'I 2000 why the Circus has no stars - it has chosen not to be assessed f:w":e’tc""ﬁ:_r
GEMTEQ Exacutive for 3 star rating to vwoid compromising principles FYCM. Free Trisl
?}’:‘Efz_aﬁ%ﬂ Off... The thought crosses rmy mind that | may well be embarking on a
Melbourrie Matro, VIC self-flagellating exercise where luxunes are exchanged for a
Monash University glowing sense of moral rectiude
l“': SIETS B M It is, therefore, with some trepidation that | head to Rosenthaler
::';';ejlc:;q‘iis_m Platz, on the edge of Bedin's bustiing central Mitte district. The
o - elagant, newty renovated building on the south-west corner of the
current jobs  MYCareers . 1ac 5 rich, sometimes tragic historyb but more of that
later.
Carolin, one of the staff on reception, which is open 24 hours,
ermbodies the hotel's hospitable, inclusive approach, welcoming
us "in the manner we [staff] would like to be welcomed®
WWhat comes across, from the recephionists to Schonig to the
hotel’s frve owners, is their pride in Berlin and their belief that
travel should be defined by expenence, not pnce
One of the owners, Christian Goeppert, says: “In our 20s we built
the Circus hostel across the platz_ At the end of our 30z, the
hotel was the logical next step
e i i = Hagd o Babriier?
It reflects our commitment to hospitality that is human without i 2
being formal " Dalwsiter - st sl experienced babrsdters,
= LFREE tp gearchl
The hotel says it isn't interested in squeezing the (a5t euro out of o Smarch 6 (00 holide rentals
guests. Prices range from €80 to €100 ($109 to $135) for a (LT - ook vour et Pamy bobd
double (as opposed to an average of between €200 and €300 for .
a good Berlin hotel) and, with the exception of New Year's, are Saarch 26,000 boldar rentoly

the same in August as in February F e ¢ ek vour nend fame Frobdor



