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The first Circus Hostel opened in 1997 on the street 
¯Am Zirkus° ² from which the company took its na-
me. Since then The Circus Hostel has moved twice, 
and in 2001 opened at its current home at Wein-
bergsweg on the corner of the Rosenthaler Platz. 
What has remained consistent is a commitment to 
welcoming travellers from around the world to Berlin, 
with an individual approach as to what a hostel can 
and should be, and a recognition that in the 21st Cen-
tury sustainability is a fundamental part of respon-
sible tourism. 
 
¯What is wonderful about The Circus is that we have 
people from all around the world, who come together 
under our roof to join the Circus community...a com-
munity in which everyone is welcome and treated 
equally, regardless of nationality, ethnicity, economic 
background or any other factor that sometimes cau-
ses divisions between people.° 
Jim Hadfield ² Managing Partner and Hostel Manager 

The Hostel offers beds and rooms in many different 
categories, from dorm-style multi-bed rooms to pent-
house apartments, fully fitted with kitchen, en suite 
bathrooms, and balcony views across the roof-tops 
of the city. Located in Berlin-Mitte, the historic heart 
of the city, The Circus Hostel is a short walk from all 
the main sights, as well as being close to the bohe-
mian, artistic and nightlife-neighbourhood of Prenz-
lauer Berg. 
 
The 24-hour reception offers a range of services to 
travellers, such as tickets for walking tours which 
pick-up each morning in the hostel, special free tours 
run by the hostel itself to off the beaten track corners 
of Berlin, football tickets for the Olympiastadion, as 

well as information and tickets on different cultural 
and nightlife events in the city. There is free WiFi in-
ternet access throughout the hostel, as well as the 
opportunity to rent mini-laps and skype phones. The 
Circus has a bike rental service, plus Segways and 
Smart cars available to hire. The international team 
working at The Circus comes from around the world 
and has a variety of different interests, and all have 
different  tips and tricks to help travellers enjoy the 
city as much as they do. 
 
¯It is our belief that just because someone travels on 
a budget and pays ú19 for a bed in a dorm-room, its 
does not mean that they should get treated any diffe-
rently to someone staying in a five-star hotel. Low 
budget should not mean low quality or a lower stan-
dard of service.° 
Jim Hadfield ² Managing Partner and Hostel Manager 
 
Alongside the reception on the ground floor is The 
Circus Café, with its own street terrace spilling out 
onto the pavement. Breakfast is served each morning 
until a leisurely 1pm, including the famous Circus All-
You-Can-Eat buffet. The cafe also offers a selection of 
sandwiches and warm meals from lunchtime into the 
evening, hot and cold drinks, games, a book ex-
change, and a selection of international newspapers. 
 
In the basement of The Circus Hostel is Goldman®s 
Bar, the meeting point for travellers and the place to 
let loose after a hard day stomping the streets. De-
signed by members of the bar team, Goldman®s Bar 
reflects the artistic and creative scene in Berlin, with 
the backroom of the bar laid out in a typical wohn-
zimmer (living room) style. As well as the wine, long 
drinks and beer ² including the infamous 2-Litre Boot 
² Goldman®s Bar is the venue for a series of regular 
events, including live music, DJs, sports events on 
the big screen, and the legendary Wednesday eve-
ning Karaoke Klub. 
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Reviews and Media Comments 
 
¯We like the youthful energy of the hostel and area, 
the helpfulness of the staff, the conviviality of the 
bar.° 
Daily Telegraph, 22nd February 2008 
 
¯The standard by which other hostels should be 
measured, the Circus is a rarity ² simple but stylish, 
warm and comfortable.° 
Time Out, Berlin Guide, 2009 
 
¯This self-contained Berlin hostel has six levels of 
stylish amenities: from the very cosy European café 
on the ground floor, through the industrial polished 
chic of the midlevel dorms (all beds, no bunks) right 
up to the lush penthouse apartments.° 
The Lonely Planet Bluelist, World®s Hippest Hostels, 
2005 
 
¯The Circus manages to combine crisp aesthetics 
with the anarchic vibe that every hostel needs.° 
The Guardian, Five Best Hostels in Europe, 3rd June 
2006 
 
As of August 2009, The Circus Hostel was rated at 
93% by users of Hostelworld.com.  

For further information please contact Paul Scraton, Company Communications,  
The Circus GbR, Weinbergsweg 1a, 10119 Berlin, Germany 

Tel: +49 (30) 2000 3939 / Email: paul.scraton@circus-berlin.de / Web: www.circus-berlin.de  

As with all aspects of The Circus as a company, 
sustainability is an important part of the philosophy 
of the Hostel. Waste separation, energy-saving ligh-
ting and schemes to use recycled paper and green 
electricity from 100% CO2 free sources have already 
been implemented. In early 2010 a full renovation of 
the building at Weinbergsweg 1a will include the 
restructuring of the water heating process, and a new 
low temperature boiler.  
 
¯We have the ambition to make our decisions based 
on a long-term-outlook, and to make them as citizens 
and individuals first, and as business owners and 
managers second. We strongly believe, that decisi-
ons that are healthy for us, our guests, our staff, our 
community and our environment are healthy for the 
company in the long run, too.° 
Andreas Becker ² Managing Partner 
 
Since The Circus Hostel at Weinbergsweg opened its 
doors in 2001, the partners and their team have tur-
ned their dream of what a modern hostel can be into 
reality. The Circus is a proud member of Europe®s Fa-
mous Hostels, was chosen by the Lonely Planet Blue-
list as one of the hippest hostels in the world, and by 
the Guardian Newspaper as the best hostel in Euro-
pe. More importantly, thousands of travellers have 
come through the doors, many of whom have retur-
ned, some of whom have stayed.  
 

Circus Hostel ² Staff Profiles 
 
ANDREW ¯JIM° HADFIELD 
Managing Partner and Hostel Manager 
¯The world®s problems could be solved if we all slept 
in an eight-bed dorm° 
A Mancunian from the red half of the city, Jim is a tra-
veller who stayed, having been with the Circus since 
its first location at ¯Am Zirkus°. Now a proud father, 
Jim is a Managing Partner of the Circus GbR as well as 
being responsible for the Hostel reception and the 
numerous services the Circus offers its guests. 
 
STEPHANIE ZIMMERMAN 
Circus Cafe Manager 
Born in Schwerin, Steffi has lived most of her life in 
Berlin, except for a period of living and working in 
Ireland. She studied at the Humboldt University in 
Berlin, before embarking on a career in gastronomy 
that started in an Irish pub and has reached a point 
where she has, since 2003, been managing the Cir-
cus Cafe.  

BEN LUCK 
Location Manager ² Goldman®s Bar  
The Circus staff member that has had the furthest to 
come, Ben hails from New Zealand and has been in 
Berlin since 2005. As location manager for Gold-
man®s Bar, his responsibility is to make sure the 
guests have a good time, whether it is singing in the 
Karaoke, exploring the wonderful world of German 
beer, or meeting other travellers.  


